
College Prep Physical Science: 
Information and Policies 2020 - 2021 

 
Instructor:  Mr. Hays         Room: L308 

Planning Periods: 3A, 1B, and 2B 

Office Phone: 720-886-6678 

Email: whays@cherrycreekschools.org (I respond to email very quickly) 

    

Required materials:    A three ring-binder used only for science class, pencil, red pen, blank paper, graph 

paper, ruler, 4 dividers, and scientific calculator (does not have to be a graphing 

calculator). Bring these materials with you to class daily. 

Course information: 1 year, 1 credit 

Course description:  Physical Science is a course required for graduation. This year we’ll learn about two 

different components of physical science: Earth Science and Physics. Class meetings will be a combination of 

lecture, lab, inquiry, and research.  

 

Grading: 

Grading in this course will focus not only on accumulated, acquired content knowledge; it will also focus on 

specific learning and performance objectives. This means both content AND skills will be assessed. 

 

• FORMATIVE PRACTICE WORK –  not calculated in final grade but tracked in PowerSchool 

Formative practice is designed to focus instruction and provide feedback. Data from this formative work is 

used to decide how to move through a given topic along with which content and skills need additional 

practice and review. Students use formative practice to measure progress towards achieving mastery and 

evaluate the development of intellectual perseverance.  Formative work will be completed both in class and 

at home and is effectively practice in acquiring and demonstrating understanding, and as such, carry no 

weight towards the overall grade.  Remember: practice is not an option!   

Expect some form of formative practice to be completed every class / night.  This work could include: 

 

In Class Practice Work - Not Included in Grade Calculation 

Extensive practice work will be assigned to be completed in class. This work is not optional, and a student’s 

level of understanding will be reported on PowerSchool for communication purposes.  In class practice 

work will include quizzes, introductory labs and any other practice work completed during class.  

 

At Home Practice Work - Not Included in Grade Calculation 

Some practice work will be assigned to be completed outside of class. This work is not optional, and a 

student’s level of understanding will be reported on PowerSchool for communication purposes.  At home 

practice work will include completion of any necessary in class practice and assigned homework. 

 

• SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS - 70% of Semester Grade 

Summative assessments are used to demonstrate mastery of a particular depth of knowledge and 

proficiency in the understanding of the course content, overarching themes, and science practices. 

Summative assessments will vary in length and importance depending upon the amount of content being 

assessed. 

Expect multiple summative assessments within a unit.  Usually focused on each of the skills or topics we 

have practiced.  These assessments could include: 

Closed-note assessments that include exams, open-note lab exams, large lab write-ups and lab practicals. 

Most assessments are administered using a combination of Schoology and written work.  
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• MIDTERM EXAM - 10% of Semester Grade,      FINAL EXAM - 20% of Semester Grade 

A comprehensive midterm and final exam will be administered during the periods scheduled by the school 

administration.  These “common assessments” are identical for all students taking the CP Physical Science 

course, no matter who their teacher is.  It is NOT possible for you to retake these assessments. 

 

• CLASS PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION – not calculated in final grade  

Teacher notes will be kept on student preparation and participation for each unit.  Notes will 

include information on homework completion, participation in class activities or discussions, as 

well as general class behavior and focus. 

While these notes will not directly calculate into a student’s grade, they may be used by the 

instructor at the end of the semester to help determine a student’s semester grade if they are in a 

“borderline” situation. 
 

Determination of semester grades: 

After the final exam I will round your semester grade to the nearest whole percent if needed                  

(e.g. 89.5% or B+ rounds to an A-).  Letter grades will be assigned as specified by the Wolf Call, including  

+/-, and will be printed on your transcript.  These grades are neither flexible nor negotiable.  There will be no 

additional extra credit offered. 

 

Rewrites and Reassessments: 

As learning continues after assessments, new connections or understandings of certain idea that were 

previously difficult might be made. More practice might be necessary. Learning may not precisely coincide 

with the schedule of the class. This is why there will be opportunities for all formative and most summative 

assessments to be redone or improved. 

 

• You will have the opportunity to retake or rewrite almost every summative assessment.   

• You must not be missing any practice work for a particular topic within the unit in order to retake or 

rewrite an assessment.   

• Students must show me an increased level of understanding for the material before they retake an 

assessment.  This will include a “Barrier to Entry” (BTE).  The BTE for each summative assessment will 

be posted within the comments section for the assessment within Power School.  It will include 

additional practice work the student must complete in order to be eligible for reassessment.   

• The reassessment will always cover the same material as the original exam.  However, it may not be in 

the same format as the first exam. 

• Retakes or Rewrites must be completed by the end of the week following “Last chance day.” 

• New scores always replace old scores. 

• If a student does poorly on a summative assessment, they may drop up to two summatives each 

semester.  These drops must be earned by coming to class on time.    

 

Assignment Completion: 

ALL students are capable of achieving at high levels by developing strong intellectual characteristics. It is 

the goal of this course that ALL students demonstrate mastery and proficiency. However, all students learn 

in different ways and at different rates. By practicing and completing homework with discipline, grit and 

courage, and using the feedback from formative assessments to adjust learning, students should be able to 

demonstrate mastery on any summative assessment and earn an A.  In order to understand the material we 

cover, it is very important work be completed in a timely manner and in the order it was assigned.   

 

• Every assignment you are asked to complete in this class will be represented in some form on an exam. 

• It is imperative that work is completed with the goal of understanding the material.  You will not 

receive direct credit for any of your practice work, although your understanding of these assignments 

will be assessed on your summatives.   

 



 

• Assignment completion should not be about just getting the work done.  Time should be spent focusing 

on mastery of the content or skill examined in each assignment.  You can complete every assignment in 

this class and still do poorly on the summative assessments if you are not spending the time to 

understand the work you are doing. 

• There are many reasons for missing an assignment: an absence, poor planning, or an unexpected 

obligation. Life happens. Often when it’s least expected and never at a convenient time. When life 

happens, take a deep breath, regroup and make a plan to get back on track.  Above everything, 

communicate with Mr. Hays!  He is unable to help if he doesn’t know what is going on in your life.  

• You will NEVER be penalized (loss of points) for late work. 

• I expect you to have all work completed with a high level of understanding for each summative within a 

given unit.  Failure to do this will greatly impact your ability to perform on the summative assessments. 

• If you decide not to complete any work for a unit, that/those assignment(s) must be completed before 

you can reassess on those specific summatives. 

• Work which is submitted late will not receive feedback from the instructor or via self-grading. 

 

**Note:  I enter missing work, regardless of reason (absent or late) as “missing” in PowerSchool. It is 

calculated as a zero until it is handed in, even if the absence is excused.  This includes summative 

assessment that are not taken or turned in on time.  

 

Absences:  

• First, you should try very, very hard to never be absent.  It is impossible for me to replicate a classroom 

experience for an absent student.  I cannot re-teach an entire lesson.  Even when excused it is hard to 

recover from an absence.  School policy is that absences must be excused within 48 hours of the 

absence. It is your responsibility to ensure absences are excused within this time period. 

• Regardless of whether or not your absence is excused or unexcused, it is your responsibility to identify 

missed assignment(s) using your green sheet, collect class notes from your peers or Schoology, 

determine due dates, and have all work handed in on time.  Students have two class periods to turn in 

missed work from each day of an excused absence. Additional time may be given on an individual basis 

depending on the type of assignment missed.  For more information, reference the Wolf Call.   

• I will use my Schoology page to post the notes from that day, along with any handouts I gave out in 

class.  Additionally, there is a complete absent To-Do list posted on my Schoology page to help you get 

caught up.  

• Assignments: If you are absent on the due date of any assignment or project, your work is expected 

immediately upon your return to class.  Any work done during class or assignments given on the day of 

an absence are due two class periods following your return to class. 

• Labs: Labs are the most difficult to make up. If possible, avoid being absent on lab days. If you are 

absent, usually make-up lab data is posted on Schoology for you to use to complete your lab. However, 

sometimes I will expect you to complete the lab yourself before school, during a lunch period or an off 

block. Regardless, it is likely you will need to come in for extra help to complete the lab so make sure 

you plan on coming in during lunch when you’ve been absent on lab days.  

• Assessments: If you are absent the day of a summative assessment it is your responsibility to schedule 

time with me to come in and take the assessment. If you fail to set up a time, I will ask you to complete 

the assessment during class.  All assessments are identified on each unit schedule. Thus, all students 

present on the day of an exam will take the exam unless they have been absent at least two previous 

class periods. 

 

**Note: It is likely you will need at least some help after you miss a class.  Make sure you get it! 

 

 

 

 

 



Late work:  

• Late work deadline:  I hate late work! The scope and sequence of this course is designed in a way that 

the order of assignments is important for your overall success! Completing work late defeats that 

design. Please do your work on time!  Anytime you turn in late work, write “Late” at the top of the 

assignment and turn it in to the late tray. I do not accept late work beyond the “last chance day” of the 

instructional unit during which is was completed.  While you will not be directly penalized for late 

work, you will not receive any feedback on work which is turned in late (unless it is late due to an 

excused absence). 

 

Class Expectations:  

The following things are safety and common courtesy issues that need to be addressed for the class. All 

students are expected to read and comply with the following expectations. 

I have three main expectations: 

• First, I expect everyone in my classroom to be RESPECTFUL.   

This basic expectation encompasses many things.  I have listed a few of the more important ones: 

➢ Derogatory comments are not appropriate and will not be tolerated. 

➢ Listen while someone else is speaking. 

➢ Use appropriate language. 

➢ Do not break, write on, or deface materials or equipment. 

➢ Show maturity when interacting with fellow classmates and the teacher. 

➢ Stay in your seat and keep your hands to yourself!  Especially while I am actively teaching.  

If you are a distraction to others’ learning you will be removed from the classroom. 

➢ YOU MAY NEVER USE YOUR CELL PHONE IN MY CLASS!  

If you bring your phone with you to class, you will place your phone in your 

designated room within the “Cell Phone Hotel” at the beginning of each class.  If 

you don’t want to put your phone in the hotel, leave it in your locker. 

YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED TO HAVE YOUR PHONE IN YOUR POSSESION 

DURING CLASS! 

Getting your phone out of reach will allow you to focus increase your ability to 

learn during class.  Additionally, you will avoid the inevitable referral you will 

receive for keeping and using your phone at an inappropriate time. 

• Second, I expect everyone to be PREPARED when you come to class and DO YOUR BEST WORK 

every day. 

➢ Be on time. (See Stamp Sheet details below) 

➢ This means bringing your binder and other materials to class every day. 

➢ I expect you to do your best work possible no matter what we are learning in class. 

➢ Have your homework complete and ready to check when you enter the room.  Be ready to ask 

questions about material you didn’t understand. 

 

• Third, NO FOOD or CANDY WILL BE ALLOWED IN MY CLASS, EVER!  (I SEE IT AND IT GOES 

IN THE TRASH).   

o I will allow drinks as long as they are in a container that can be sealed.  All beverages must 

be stashed away, untouched, during labs. This is a safety rule due to the chemicals used in 

the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When Can You See Me?  

You can come ask me questions or get help anytime. Extra help is always available! I am here by 7:30 a.m. if 

not earlier.  I am normally not available after school.  I am also available during periods 3A, 1B and 2B.  

Please don’t ever come to class without an assignment done and tell me, “Mr. Hays, I didn’t get it.”  There’s 

not much I can do to help you at that point and this is not acceptable high school behavior. I can answer 

most questions via email. If you are stumped on a homework question, get in touch with me! Please let me 

know in advance when you are planning to come in so I can make sure I am available to see you.   

 

Need Additional Help?– A science teacher and tutors will be available the second half of every period in 

the Student Success Center, room U-308, if you need help and I am not available. 

 

Student Expectations – Academic Honesty: 

All work is independent!  While we might occasionally share lab data with partners from time to time, and 

discussing our class work with peers is encouraged, copying answers, calculations, portions of lab reports or 

any other work that is to be graded is cheating.  Any work handed in that is not entirely the work of the 

student will earn a dean’s referral.  If there is a question regarding whether or not an assignment includes 

shared portions, be sure to ask in advance.  

 

Safety: 

Follow proper safety procedures at all times.  As a course involving a laboratory experience, safety 

must be of paramount importance.  Each student will be required to submit a signed safety 

contract prior to being able to participate in any lab.  Students will be reminded of pertinent safety 

expectations prior to each lab.  For all labs, goofing off or horseplay will not be tolerated.  There 

are no warnings: students engaging in unsafe behavior will be removed from the classroom 

immediately.  Egregious offenses will also include a dean’s referral and a parent meeting before 

the student is permitted to engage in lab activities again.   

• Wear your goggles and DO NOT smell, touch, or taste anything in the classroom until you 

are told to do so.  If you break something, let Mr. Hays know immediately.   
 

 

Making good choices:  I don’t get stressed out over the choices you make; I just issue the 

consequences – both good and bad.  I don’t yell or hold grudges.  If you make good choices your 

time in class will be enjoyable and you will be amazed at how much you learn! If you make poor 

choices, the opposite is true. It’s just that simple. 
 

 

 

 



Your grade on summative assessments is based on your ability to demonstrate a particular Depth of 

Knowledge (DOK): demonstrating an ability to engage in routine thinking, a DOK of 1, will earn a 

D. Demonstrating skills consistent with a DOK 2 will earn a C, skills consistent with a DOK 3 will 

earn a B, and with a DOK of 4 will earn an A.  Remember, each summative assessment only 

measures your progress on one standard or course objective. 

 


